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ABSTRACT

This article address Scandinavia both as a geological and a historical entity. Being part of Europe,
Scandinavia plays an important role in what we may call the creation of the Western Culture. Endangered by
alien and destructive forces, Scandinavian society — the same applying for Western culture as a whole — needs
to defend itself against its visible and invisible enemies; it is a matter of survival. The Author thanks Mr
Eduardo Mendes Cavalcante for his important collaboration.
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The past has infinite value if one learns from it.

Ken Hensley

We are not permitted to choose the frame of our destiny.

But what we put into it is ours.

Dag Hammarskjold

AN INTRODUCTION LONGER THAN | EXPECTED
ITTOBE

As it happens with “Middle East”, the expression
“Scandinavia” is a vague one." Geographically
and culturally speaking, it is common to associate
— and even confuse — Scandinavia either with the
Scandinavian Peninsula or the Nordic countries,

also called “the Nordics”.?

Located in the northern part of the so called Old
World, the Scandinavian Peninsula is the largest
peninsula of Europe — being she, in turn, the
largest peninsula of Asia. In fact, “In the
beginning, there was no Europe. All there was, for
five million years, was a long, sinuous peninsula
with no name, set like the figurehead of a ship on
prow to the world’s largest land mass. To the west
lay the ocean which no one had crossed.

To the south lay two enclosed and interlinked
seas, sprinkled with islands, inlets, and peninsulas
of their own. To the north lay the great polar ice-
cap, expanding and contracting across the ages
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like some monstrous, freezing jellyfish. To the
east lay the land-bridge to the rest of the world,
whence peoples and all civilizations were to
come.”

Figurel. Fantoft Stave Church (Bergen, Norway)
Photo taken by the Author

Located in Northern Europe, as we were saying,
the Scandinavian Peninsula roughly comprises the



Scandinavian Chronicle: From Geology to History or From Stones to Mankind

Swedish and Norwegian mainland, as well as the
northwester part of Finland. Nevertheless, she
excludes Denmark, the southernmost of the
Scandinavian countries, which also happens to be
located in a peninsula, namely that of Jutland; on
the other hand, the Scandinavian Peninsula
includes Finland, which is not a Scandinavian
country, stricto sensu, which is the connotation
adopted in this article.

As for the Nordic countries (commonly known as
Norden by their inhabitants), the list is long:
besides Denmark, Norway and Sweden (the
Scandinavian countries properly said), the concept
includes Finland, Iceland, as well as Greenland
and the Faroe Islands (both part of the Kingdom
of Denmark), let alone the Aland Islands and
Svalbard and Jan Mayen archipelagos
(possessions of Finland and Norway respectively)
— not forgetting: a) oftentimes the Norwegian
Antarctic territories are not considered members
of the Nordic countries, given their geographical
location, literally at the other end of the world; b)
Greenland and more than half of Iceland are
situated on the North American Tectonic Plate,
what makes of Reykjavik an American city, in
geological terms, notwithstanding the fact of
being the capital of an European country, both in
cultural and political terms.

Those being the facts and the circumstances, it is
about time to give a full stop to this Introduction
and start talking specifically about the three only
countries that form Scandinavia, in the local usage
you and | decided to adopt, namely Denmark,
Norway and Sweden.

=

Figure2. Western Fjord (Bergen, Norway)
Photo taken by the Author

WHO ARE THE SCANDINAVIANS?

Judging from the fact that the Late Latin word
Scandinavia  stems  from  Proto-Germanic
*skadinaujo = Skadia (term of uncertain origin) +
*aujo (“thing on the water”), we are lead to
believe that the region was an island by the time it
received a name; undeniable it that “the coastlines
of the Baltic Sea has changed dramatically since
the end of the Ice Ages”.* In our current
geological epoch — no matter whether we call it
Holocene” or Anthropocene® —, Scandinavia is the
northernmost part of the European continent,
bounded by the North Sea, the Atlantic Ocean, the
Baltic Sea, as well as by Russia, Finland and
Germany. Her area of c. 1.155,000 sq km, almost
a third of them above the Arctic Circle (66° 33"),
makes Scandinavia twice as big as France.
Denmark — whose Northeast part appears to touch
the south of Sweden, but it does not — is a natural
bridge that connects Scandinavia to Central and
West Europe.

Written geo-cultural descriptions of Scandinavia
can be traced back to Roman (Tacitus, Pliny the
Elder) and Alexandrian times (Ptolemy). Often
inaccurate and hard to decipher, their works leave
us with little but conjecture about the
Scandinavian people, as well as the Norwegian
fjords, the Scandinavian mountains, the flat, low
areas in Denmark and the archipelagos of Norway
and Sweden, famous for her many lakes and
moraines, relics of the Ice Age, ended c. ten
millennia ago — not to mention the endless
vastness of the Arctic, alien frozen world shared
by three continents (Europe, North America and
Asia), partially covered by a “tapestry of taiga and
tundra”, as Glenn Gould said about Northern
Canada.® Germanic and Sami sources throw
considerable light on Scandinavia’s geography,
history and culture as well.” Nonetheless, what we
know about her is next to nothing if compared to
what we do not know. Still not clear enough, and
therefore opened to debate, is to what extent
Scandinavian peoples can be considered
autochthonous, so to say; it cannot be ruled out
that the Scandinavians descend from the Basque
people — whose origin is, by the way, also
shrouded in mystery.®

What we do know is that the North Germanic
peoples had their origin in Southern Scandinavia,
during the Nordic Bronze Age (c. 1700-500
B.C.), and those were the main ancestors of
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nowadays Swedish, Norwegian and Danish
peoples. In the 8™ century A.D., many of those
Northern Germanic tribes started to expand in all
directions, inaugurating the so-called Viking
Age.’ In the second half of the 11™ century,
Christianization brought an end to the Vikings’
brutal belligerency, just as she did, some decades
before, with the Magyars, who finally settled
down in what is now Hungary; at more or less the
same time, thanks to the Crusades and the Spanish
Reconquista, Muslims were detained in the East
and in the West, respectively.

That was the light in the darkness — achievements
such as Universities, Renaissance, Scientific
Revolution, Freedom of Speech, Democracy and
so on would never have been achieved (let alone
thrived) without the Crusaders, heroes (and many
times martyrs) that saved Europe from being
totally enslaved by Islam™ — that made it possible
for Europe to recover from the fall of the Roman
Empire and overcome her consequent historical
backwardness — and in some cases, pure and
simple chaos — caused by more than 500 years of
relentless aggressions from invaders (all of them
ultimately assimilated and pacified, being
Muslims the one and only exception).

Figure3. Copenhagen (Denmark)
Photo taken by the Author

CONCLUSION: A MATTER OF SURVIVAL

In  the specific case of Scandinavia,
Christianization was the unifying element that
allowed Denmark, Sweden and Norway to come
into existence between the 10" and the 13th
centuries. Borders between them were modified
several times throughout history; Sweden, for
instance, had even an empire during the 17" and
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early 18" centuries, which allowed her to exercise
territorial control over much of Finland and the
Baltic region, in addition to parts of Norway,
Russia and Germany.

Not spared either by the Napoleonic Wars (1803-
1815) nor by the First and Second World Wars,
Scandinavia, nonetheless, has become a very
wealthy land, not only in economic, but also in
artistic and cultural terms.

It would be difficult to find a branch of art or
culture in which Scandinavians have not stood
out; the list of great names seems just endless
(Dag Hammarskjold, Karen Blixen, Edvard
Munch...). Last December, two Scandinavian
girls (Louisa Vesterager Jespersen and Maren
Ueland) were in the headlines, due to their
assassination in Morocco: the fact of being
“enemies of Allah” was one of the “justifications”
for their kidnapping and decapitation.’* Menaced
by nihilism, atheism, materialism, Satanism,
political correctness and “silent Islamization”®?,
Scandinavian culture (together with Western
culture as a whole) runs the risk of being
annihilated before the end of this already tragic
21% century. It is high time for us all to abdicate
from leaving things alone and struggle for our
freedom and — why not to say? — for our very
survival. To quote an old truth, “Eternal vigilance
is the price of liberty”.

[

Figure4. Lund (Sweden)
Photo taken by the Author
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