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Introduction 

The recent health crisis faced by the world is the 

pandemic named COVID 19 which is a 

pathogenic and rapidly transmissible viral 

infection, caused by severe acute respiratory 

syndrome Corona virus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). This 

infection first emerged in Wuhan, China and is 

believed to be transmitted from Bats which are 

the primary reservoir; through some unknown 

animal carriers to the human beings (Shereen, 

2020).A very fast human to human transmission 

has been reported making it highly contagious in 

nature.  

Corona viruses are minute in size (65 - 125 nm 

in diameter) and contain a single-stranded RNA 

as a nucleic material, size ranging from 26 to 32 

kbs in length (Figure 1) (Ghazanfar, 2020). 

There are three known subgroups of corona 

viruses‟ family namely: alpha (a).beta (b). 

gamma (c) and delta (d) coronavirus. Acute lung 

injury (ALI) and acute respiratory distress 

syndrome (ARDS) are reported to be caused by 

the severe acute respiratory syndrome 

coronavirus (SARS-CoV), H5N1 influenza A, 

H1N1 2009 and Middle East respiratory 

syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV).COVID-19 

caused by SARS-CoV-2 affects airways and 

lungs, is becoming overpowering and it had 

been declared pandemic as it meet 

epidemiological criteria to be called so by 

spreading to over 100 countries in a span of 

week (Jiang, 2020). Its clinical features include 

cough, fever, dyspnea, among less frequent 

feature‟s headache, gastrointestinal symptoms 

such as nausea, diarrhea, vomiting. Its human to 

human transmission is reported to occur through 

respiratory aerosols and close contacts (Cui, 

2019). 

The virus is primarily spread between people 

throughout close contact, often through small 

droplets produced by coughing, sneezing or 

talking. The droplets usually drop to the ground 

or onto surfaces rather than remaining in the air 

over long distances. People may also become 

infected by touching a contaminated surface and 

then touching their face. In experimental 

settings, the virus may survive on surfaces for 

up to 72 hours.  

It is most infectious during the first 3 days after 

the onset of symptoms, although spread may be 

possible before symptoms appear and in later 

stages of the disease. Most people infected with 

the COVID-19 virus will experience mild-to-

moderate respiratory illness and get well 
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without requiring special treatment. Older 

people and those with underlying medical 

problems such as cardiovascular disease, 

diabetes, chronic respiratory disease and cancer 

are more likely to develop serious illness 

(Mehtaet al., 2020). 

The impact of COVID-19 on the agriculture is 

devastating, complex and varied across diverse 

segments that form the agricultural value chain. 

This impact will reverberate across the larger 

economy and will linger longer than few 

months. Commercial crops are drastically hit as 

they tend to be more dependent on farmers. The 

Shortage of farmers due to Covid – 19 pandemic 

has resulted in a sharp increase in daily wages 

for harvesting crops. In several areas, the rise is 

as high as 50%, making it un-remunerative for 

produce since prices have collapsed due to 

either lack of market access including the 

stoppage of transportation and closure of 

borders. This is per contra to areas where 

farmers have gone back to their homes from 

urban and peri-urban areas and this has led to a 

sharp reducing price in agricultural produce. 

This is the case of crop live Allium cepa 

(onion), Mangifera indica (mango), Gossypium 

hirsutum (cotton), inland fisheries, vegetables, 

roots and tuber crops.  

Due to insurgency in the Northern parts of 

Nigeria, farmers tend to shy away from farming 

to prevent being killed by terrorists. The price 

hike in labour cost and lack of access shows that 

farmers are losing heavily. They are allowing 

the crop to rot in the fields a better „stop loss‟ 

mechanism.However, as the Covid-19 continues 

to wreak havoc on many countries and create a 

lot of changes in people's everyday lives all over 

the world, the broader economic crisis is also 

emerging and creating major challenges to food 

security and nutrition. Many of the affected 

countries have implemented a regional lockout 

policy. This strategy enforced a plethora of 

Covid-19 security measures such as movement 

control, supermarket, restaurant and market 

closure, quarantines and supply chain and trade 

disruption which greatly impacted agricultural 

production, food supply and demand. 

About 820 million people worldwide suffer 

chronic hunger not eating enough caloric energy 

and balancing diet to lead healthy lives. They 

are extremely vulnerable to any interruption in 

their livelihood or to food access. Moreover, 

small-scale farmers are impervious as they 

hindered to working on their land and accessing 

markets to sell of their agricultural produces. 

For instance, evidence suggests that quarantines 

and panic during the outbreak of the Ebola 

Virus Disease (EVD) in Guinea, Liberia and 

Sierra Leone in 2014 - 2016 resulted in a spike 

in chronic food insecurity, hunger and 

malnutrition. 

Protectionist measures across the globe could 

exacerbate the impact of the Covid-19. Panic-

buying disrupts the distribution of food. As 

Covid-19 spreads, they temporarily produce 

many stock-piling staples and fresh produce, 

leaving markets empty. Agricultural economists 

worry about Covid-19‟s current situation and 

impending implications. The food supply chain 

is a dynamic network involving producers, 

consumers, agricultural and fisheries input, 

processing, storage, transportation and 

marketing. Disruptions are limited as food 

supply has been adequate for now, and markets 

have been stable. 

However, the limitation is prolonged, resulting 

in increased rates of food waste. This scenario is 

so apparent in rural areas, where the 

smallholders used to sell their produce on at 

morning and night markets. Small-scale farmers 

are vulnerable because they are prevented from 

working on their land and are likely to impede 

the access of farmers to markets, limit their 

productive capacity and discourage them from 

selling their produce. Covid-19 is having a far 

greater impact than the end of the supply chain; 

farm workers, logistics suppliers and more are 

struggling to keep up and it affects the supply of 

fresh produce and staples. For example, 

lockdown and trade barriers due to the Covid-19 

pandemic have pushed agricultural commodities 

firmly into the spotlight potential volatility in 

both supply and cost. These have raised fears 

over food supply.  

Global eating patterns in the aftermath of the 

widening Covid-19 pandemic have changed 

drastically. Usually when lower incomes and 

uncertainty cause people to spend less and result 

in lower demand. Consumption habits and 

consumer behaviour shift globally and this 

scenario can be clearly observed among urban 

people because of restricted supply of fresh 

food. With stalls and restaurants closing down 

as entire countries get into lockdown; retailers 

across the world have been struggling to satisfy 

rising demand at the supermarket or via delivery 

apps. Canned foods and fast snacks are back in 

trend while some natural products are flying 
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away from the shelves. During the lockdown, 

people are less visiting food markets that affect 

their food choice and consumption. Urban 

people more prefer to consume canned or 

processed foods and also fast foods.  

There is no doubt that the effects of these 

pandemics are multisectorial (cut across all 

facets of the economy) (Smith, 2019).  In other 

words, the pandemic will negatively affect the 

health sector, finance, accounting, business 

directly or indirectly. Global economic experts 

estimate a 0.5% fall in global growth due to 

COVID-19 pandemic (Munjeyi, 2020).  The 

outbreak of COVID-19 brought a hugely 

negative impact on the global economy - the 

world is plunged into a massive recession 

especially in the first quarter of 2020. The 

COVID- 19 pandemic is said to be worse 

because there is no treatment or vaccines to 

fight it. Researchers are carrying out 

experiments in a bid to find a solution to 

COVID-19. African union (AU) found out that: 

beyond COVID-19 impact on human health 

(materialized by morbidity and mortality), 

COVID-19 is disrupting an interconnected 

world economy through global value chains, 

which account for nearly half of global trade, 

abrupt falls in commodity prices, fiscal 

revenues, foreign exchange receipts, foreign 

financial flows, travel restrictions, declining of 

tourism, hotels and frozen labor market. 

Materials and Methods 

The paper is based on extensive literature 

review and analytical approach methodology 

and it describes the effects of Covid – 19 lock 

down on Agricultural Farm Labour in rural 

areas of Imo State, Nigeria. This paper further 

followed a secondary data research approach, 

which enable researcher to fill the gap in a body 

of knowledge with regards to COVID-19 in 

Nigeria. This paper however assessed the impact 

of pandemics from a historical perspectives as 

well as providing emerging evidence.  

Results and Discussions 

The COVID-19 pandemic is a threat to the 

world economy and the world is likely to plunge 

into a worse recession (Salehiet al., 2020).  Due 

to high level of un-readiness and the 

complicated nature of the virus, Africa is likely 

to be severely affected (Cyranoski, 2020). The 

spread of the new coronavirus is a public health 

crisis that could pose a serious risk to the macro 

economy through the halt in production 

activities, interruptions of people‟s movement 

and cut-off of supply chains. Economies across 

the globe are under severe strain. Supply chains 

have been radically disrupted, tourism and air 

travel is paralysed and currency markets are at 

an all-time low thereby witnessing supply and 

demand shock (Ban Ki-Moon, 2020). COVID-

19 however affects all sectors including health, 

finance, agriculture, tourism and travel 

(Saltman, 2011). 

Growth Rate and Commodities 

Economists expected a sharp decline in the 

global GDP by 0.412% and major economies 

such as China 4.9%, Europe 0.8% and other 

2.4% (Muhammad, 2020). Cherry (2017) 

believe that the global GDP growth rate will 

decline by 1.5% in 2020 due to the closure of 

industries and the “stay at home” measure.  

Thus, African countries such as Algeria, 

Angola, Cameroon, Chad, Equatorial Guinea, 

Gabon, Ghana, Nigeria and the Republic of the 

Congo would be negatively affected following 

the decline in crude oil prices.  

Conclusions and Recommendations 

The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed another, 

major risk of our global food system with its 

long supply chains and endless nodes. If we 

consider other disruption, find social gatherings, 

schools, colleges, meals were also disturbed. 

The facilities of e-marketing, on-line teaching, 

internet connectively was poor in rural areas, the 

social distancing was mandatory due to COVID-

19 that has affected agricultural areas. The rural 

areas people should be kept informed by the 

experts and must go by the recommendations of 

federal, state and local authorities.Covid-19 

crisis has also pointed not only deficiencies of 

our Health Care systems, but also ways for their 

improvement. The main condition of the 

possible improvement success is to consider 

Health Care as a Public Affair of the Countries, 

States, governments, coordinated by better than 

now empowered and well-funded international 

institution, WHO.COVID-19 could be regarded 

as the “deadliest pandemic” in the 21stcentury. 

It will have long term consequences such as 

traumas and fear of the unknown.  

Recommendations 

This paper recommends that Africa should 

adhere to the World Health Organisation 

protocols. At the same time it must strike a 

balance between saving lives and protecting the 
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economy. Greatthinkers and economists “are 

predicting a continent-wide recession, but 

Nigeria and South Africa, which have been 

“treading water in recent quarters, are going to 

take a big hit” (WHO, 2020). 

 

 

 

Figure1. Corona Virus. Internet source. 
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