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INTRODUCTION   

The birth of modern proctology must have taken 

some account of its biblical perspectives. In this 

context, it was concluded that “Viewed by a 
modern physician, the story of King Jehoram 

unfolds as possibly the earliest description of a 

patient afflicted by colorectal carcinoma.”
1
 

Therefore, another look at the Bible is deemed 

worthwhile in that not carcinoma but benign 

prolapsed fits the descriptions as well as modern 
examples. 

BIBLICAL EXTRACTS  

The words written in Second Chronicles, 
Chapter 21, are as follows:

 2
  

vs. 15  ....and you will become very sick with a 

disease of your intestines, until your intestines 
come out by reason of the sickness, day by day. 

vs. 18  after all this the LORD struck him in his 

intestines with an incurable disease. 

vs. 19  then it happened in the course of time, 
after the end of two years, that his intestines 

came out because of his sickness; so he died in 

severe pain.  

DISCUSSION  

Pain of such a severe type is suggestive of a dire 

disease. Perhaps, as the Graneys postulated,
 3

 

King Jehoram would have received what their 
Egyptian neighbors were used to being treated 

with. Incidentally, the treatments of old were as 

follows:  

41 prescriptions found in the Beatty papyrus 
which were used to treat such conditions as 

pruritusani, painful swelling (probably 

thrombosed hemorrhoids), and prolapse of the 
rectum. Study of this papyrus leads one to agree 

with Herodotus that there were specialists for 

colorectal diseases as well as for many other 

diseases.  

Diseases which were of a noxious nature 

probably evoked special handling after death. 

For example, verse 20 suggests the existence of 
this attitude by the lack of proper royal 

obsequies. Little wonder that, at his burial, it 

was “to no one’s sorrow.” Moreover, quite 
specifically, “they buried him in the city of 

David, but not in the tombs of the Kings.”  

Kings were generally described in the Bible 

with reference to the longevity of their reign. In 
the instant case, Jehoram died when he was aged 

only 40 years. Incidentally, this was a fair figure 

when compared with the mean age of 38.2 years 
which were documented among modern 

patients.4   

Patients should be keenly distinguished when 

they have rectal prolapse. Although such a 
prolapse is reported to be “never larger than 

about the size of a fist,”5 the probability is that 

long duration may lead to the occurrence of a 
longer disease. In fact, as was recently 

demonstrated, 6 colonic diverticulos is may 

prolapse up to 6 cm long in older patients. 
Moreover, as has been described, 7 rectal 

prolapse frequently coexists with other pelvic 
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floor disorders, and thereby “make the 

understanding of this disorder difficult.”  

CONCLUSION 

King Jehoram’s case has sufficiently been 

exemplified from the Bible as that of prolapse 
and not of cancer. If it had been cancer, the one 

attribute inseparable from the account would be 

ulceration. Certainly, this did not feature in the 

Biblical story!    
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